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SUBJECT: TORRIJOS CONTINUES TO COUNSEL CALM 

SUMMARY: IN A SPEECH APRIL 8. TORRIJOS REPEATED HIS CALL FOR 
PEOPLE TO WAIT CALMLY TO RECEIVE FINAL RESULTS FROM U.S. 

SENATE AND THEN TO DISCUSS THEM FULLY AND OBJECTIVELY. 

END SUMMARY 

1 . GENERAL TORRIJOS GAVE WELL- ATTENDED SPEECH AT A ROAD DEDI 
CATION CEREMONY ON SATURDAY, APRIL 8 IN COCLE PROVINCE. THE 
BULK OF HIS REMARKS WERE OF THE "ROADS ARE ALSO REVOLUTION" 

TYPE DIRECTED PRIMARILY TO STRICTLY LOCAL CONCERNS. 

2. TORRIJOS SPOKE OF THIS PERIOD AS A CRUCIAL ONE FOR 
PANAMANIAN PEOPLE AND GOVERNMENT: "... AT PRESENT IT IS BEING 
DECIDED WHETHER OR NOT WE WILL CONTINUE TO EXIST AS A 
COUNTRY... I NEED TO LOOK AT THE FACES OF THE PEOPLE. THE MORE 

1 LOOK AT THESE FACES. THE MORE I AM STRENGTHENED AND DETERMINED 
TO CONTINUE STRUGGLING." 

3. REGARDING THE U.S. SENATE DEBATE ON THE CANAL 
TREATIES, TORRIJOS ADVISED HIS LISTENERS: "LET US WAIT 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 PANAMA 02397 101706Z 

CALMLY TO RECEIVE THE FINAL RESULTS OF WHAT IS HAPPENING 
IN THE UNITED STATES AND LATER WE WILL SPEAK IN MUCH MORE 
DETAIL, WITH MORE OBJECTIVITY, AND WITH OPINIONS THAT 
HAVE BEEN SOMEWHAT MORE CAREFULLY THOUGHT OUT AND MORE 
CAREFULLY WEIGHTED." 

4. HE CALLED THE CURRENT ECONOMIC SITUATION OF THE 
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COUNTRY THE MOST "DISTRESSING" SINCE THE ECONOMIC 
TROUBLES OF 1929 AND THE 1930'S, BUT HE FORESAW BRIGHTER 
TIMES AHEAD. 

5. MEDIA COVERAGE OF THE SPEECH, WHICH WAS BROADCAST 
LIVE. WAS ROUTINE FOR TORRIJOS SPEECHES. 

(EXCERPTS FBIS/PANAMA PA 081904Y.) 

6. COMMENT: MOST SIGNIFICANT THING ABOUT THIS SPEECH 

IS WHAT WAS NOT SAID-DESPITE THE GROWING AVALANCHE OF 
DECLARATIONS BY PRIVATE AND POLITICAL ORGANIZATIONS IN 
THE COUNTRY. TORRIJOS IS STILL CONFINING HIS STATEMENTS 
ABOUT TREATY DEVELOPMENTS IN THE US TO CALLS FOR 
PATIENCE, CALM. OBJECTIVITY AND NATIONAL UNITY. HE IS 
EVIDENTLY STILL WAITING FOR THE PROPITIOUS MOMENT TO EITHER 
START TO OPENLY REFUTE CRITICS OF THE NEUTRALITY TREATY. 

OR TO AGREE WITH THEM. 

JORDEN 
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